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The Researcher  – Autonomous Systems 



The Researcher   



The Relentless Thinker
A Kid from Mount Carmel

Chapter 1: Where and when did I go out to the world and what used to be 
there before

The first photons from the sun knocked on my eye lids in the morning of 
February 21st, 1957 according to the Christian counting, 20 of Adar A, 5717 
according to ours. I came to the world in one of the eastern corners of the 
Mediterranean Sea, Our Sea as the Romans used to call it. The event took 
place where the hill also known as Mt Carmel, a wild extension of the Samaria 
Mountains that rushed toward the sea, loses the little height that she had and 
drops down, leaving between itself and the sea a narrow coastal strip. In the 
day I emerged from the treacherous womb of my late mother, this piece of 
space was occupied by the RAMBAM hospital, then only a small five-story 
building in the Bat Galim neighborhood of Haifa. RAMBAM is, by the way, an 
acronym of Rabi Moshe Ben Maimon (Maimonides in Greek and Latin) the 
greatest Aristotelian Jewish philosopher of the Middle Ages. He was born in 
Cordoba in Muslim Spain and following the rise to power of religious extremists 
had to migrate to Morocco and later to Cairo where he made his name in 
Medicine and Philosophy until his death in 1204.



The Relentless Thinker
(Despite the allergy to philosophy) 

Of course I did not mean allergy to philosophical thinking in general. You force 
me (but with a very small resistance, I must admit) to write back rather than try 
to focus on difficult matters.. 

I was telling some people in the cafet that in the period between Shapiro and 
Pnueli, while I was trying to find a PhD advisor I went to Haifa to discuss with 
Jxxxx …- a crazy person like all logicians - and Ixxxx….. 

One criticism that I got from them was the "I do not think in the model". Now 
after some progress I made in the years, I know what is thinking in the model 
and I do it without thinking about it - but also its limitations in periods of 
creativity and finding new ideas and concepts. 

Bon bref et bon weekend, 

--Oded

30/10/2015



The Relentless Thinker

Title "this is not your father's formal verification"

Oded: An interesting collection of surveys on formal verification in hardware. 

Me: Sounds like an advertisement ... Of course, verification has been successful mainly 
in HW - because models are simpler and faithful. It becomes a mess when it comes to 
SW and mixed HW/SW. 

Oded:I would not qualify it as advertisement. It is a world view quite different from the 
one we see from our ivory tower, that uses the same word for something quite different. 
Two anecdotes: at the beginning of HS you were invited by XXXX to give a presentation 
to French automaticiens and you told them what you think are the research problem in 
HS and then one of their elders told you that it is up to them to decide what the research 
problems are. The 2nd observation is about why a Christian priest may feel 
uncomfortable in synagogue: he sees these people who repeat their ceremonies, some 
of which are 1500 years old, with a iota of influence of that crucifixion in Jerusalem and 
what followed - ignoring it completely. 

Sorry, I'm in a period of associations, not always understood by others..
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The Human Face – How a Workshop of Theoreticians Ends 



The Human Face – The Dumpster of History



The Human Face
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